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India's Freedom Fades 
Except for 'J.P.' and Youth 
By Richsrd  Lunn 
( R i  :'.- r.d L!_uin, vice-chairman of t h ?  Journa l i sm De_ct, 
R y ~ l - s r r i  Po l i t e c /micc ; l  I n s t i t u t e ,  : pcnt  two rnonths of  
- 1 1 t e a r  n I i!e t ou red  tile 
nor',:.-lrn y c ~ r t  of t h e  coun t ry  f r o n  no::b:i~ t o  C ~ I c u t t a ,  
v i ~  i l e ~  &lhi :111(1 Ta tna ,  with n s i d e  t r i p  t o  
DarjL:elinc:, i n  t h e  f o o t h i l l s  of  t h e  Nirnnl:3yas. One 
o f  t h e  peop l c  he xet 4urinp; h i s  v i s i t  was Jnyarrakash 
Naraynn, i hen 1 e:ider of a mzss c??or,it.ion movercent t o  
t h e  c:overnn!ent of Prime Minis Ley Ind i  Ganclhi, ) 
L t d  hea rd  of Xara-yan b e f c r e  I ~ o t  t o  I n d i a  and he 
sounded Yike n c r o s s  between Mahatmn Gandhi and 
Vj.noba Uh8ve and, f r . m k l y ,  he di . .2nt t  sc~ur,d t o  ne  1f.ke 
t h e  kind of man who had a v e r y  f i r m  g r i p  on p o l i t i c a l  
r e a l i t y .  But a l l  t h e  o t h e r  j o u r n a l i s t s  I spoke t o  i n  
N e w  Delhi  agreed t h a t  Narayan was l e a d i n g  t h e  on ly  
p o l i t i c a l  movement t h a t  could  s e r i o u s l y  e f f e c t  Indi- ra  
Gandhi and her  C3n~:ress p3 r ty :  h e  becnn t o  l ook  l i k e  
sur leone I re:xl lg w~inted t o  see ,  
G e t t i n g  t o  s e e  him wasn ' t  t h ~ t  easy, 
Through Weinraub - a young, intense and extremely 
knowledgeable reporter - I got in touch with an 
organization called The Gandhi Peace Foundation 
which, among other things, arranged for Narayan's 
travels outside his hometown of Patna. It was 
slightly cloak and daggerish but after a couple of 
days ofphone calls and a short but somewhat gruelling 
interview with the director of the institute ("yes, 
but just why do you want to see Jayaprakash?", repeat- 
ed at the least likely moments) I was given Narayanfs 
home address and telephone number and the name of his 
secretary and the assurance that I would have no 
trouble getting my interview. 
About 5,000 miles and two weeks later I wasn't so 
sure. 
When I got there Patna turned out to he an extreme- 
ly scruffy provincial capital. The Youth Times of 
India, in an article I had read on Narayan, had re- 
ferred to Yatna as "shantyf' and it certainly is. It 
is a city of 500,000 situated on the big bend of the 
Ganges where the river ceases its leisurely wandering 
across the great northern plain and heads south to- 
ward the Bay of Bengal 500 miles away. Patna is the 
capital of Bihar, the most poverty-stricken state in 
northern India. It is roughly the size of New Bruns- 
wick and has a population of 60,000,000. Narayan had 
been born near there and when he retired six years 
ago from his work in the villages - he was a tireless 
follower of Gandhi all his life - he settled in Patna. 
I got into Patna just after dark after a day-long 
train ride from Benares. I checked into the Republic 
Hotel and first thing next morning called Narayan's 
secretary. Yes, he assured me, Mr. Narayon would be 
glad to see me anytime. Could I come around in the 
afternoon. This sounded almost too good to be true 
after some of the experiences I had had in the weeks 
I had already spent in India. Not to lose the morning, 
I went around t o  t h e  c i t y ' s  on ly  Ehg l i sh  language 
d a i l y ,  The S e a r c h l i g h t ,  and t a l k e d  t o  t h e  e d i t o r  and 
some o f  the  r e p o r t e r s .  I was t r y i n g  t o  g e t  a l i n e  
on some w,-{y t o  ~ e t  t o  Hosera, a v i l l n e e  100 mi l e s  
oway across t h e  Gar1  e s  up toward t h e  Nepal border ,  
(iino t l ier  1onf; s t o r g y  I t;ot t h e  adv ice  m d  it  wasn ' t  
very  enco~rrnginr:, so r i f t e r  look in~l ;  through t h e  
p:dyoy.' F: f i 1-PS on IJaragnn t o  cn?;eh nn,ything I might 
h :~ve  m i  s,c,~ci n the Time:, of I n d i a  f i l e s  i n  N e w  Delh i ,  
1 wellt L l n c k  t o  the h o t e l .  
I t i i l t ~ r d  up rit;ht on t h e  d o t  n t  Narayan 's  house 
about 1 ~ )  I ) ~ o c I : s  frem t l ~ e  h o t e l  - by t h i s  t ime I was 
e t t  i 11~; used t o  be ing c:lrl,ecl around by human power 
i n  i i  1~ic:ycle rick::haw - and knocked on t h e  door.  
There was the shootintr, of b o l t s  and t h e  t u r n i n g  of 
keys  ~ n d  I w a s  1 e d  through a long d a r k  c o r r i d o r  t o  
t h e  1-lac': of t h e  house t-hroueh ~ n 0 t h e r  locked door  - 
t h i s  one p-u~rded  - t h r o u g h  two rooms f i l l e d  w i th  
click in;^ t y p e w r i t e r s  ~ n r l  w h i r l i n g  mj rneograpl.1 machines, 
t l l r o u ~ ~ h  ano the r  locked  door o u t  i n t o  a s i d e  yard.  I 
was sea ted  at a t a b l e  g iven  a cup of t e a  and l e f t  bo 
myself.  
Youn{; men began d r i f t i n g  o u t  of  t h e  house cnd 
s i t t j n g  w i t h  me. P r e t t y  soon t h e r e  were a dozen of 
them, 211 s t u d e n t s  as i t  tu rned  o u t ,  all anxious  t o  
meet me and a l l  anx ious  t o  t e l l  me of t h e  movement 
t hey  llad s t ~ r t e d  and t o  t e l l  me of t h e  gen ius  of 
Jayaprakash  Narayan. They c a l l e d  him J.P. - as d i d  
everyone i n  Pa tna  and a lmost  everyone e l s e  i n  Ind i a .  
Soon, t h e  s e c r e t a r y  j o ined  me and I g o t  down t o  l e a r n -  
i n g  some of t h e  c u r r e n t  t h i n g s  t h a t  were happening t o  
J.Y. and h i s  movement. P r e t t y  soon I ' d  had enough 
backcround and asked when I might s e e  t h e  man h imse l f .  
"Oh, nex t  Thursday a f t e r n o o n  would be ve ry  good," t h e  
s e c r e t a r y  s a i d .  T h i s  was Tuesday. "You mean t h e  day 
a f t e r  n e x t ? "  No, he d i d n ' t .  He meant Thursday week. 
Th i s  was more l i k e  t h e  I n d i a  I god g o t t e n  t o  know. 
To make a l o n g  s t o r y  s h o r t ,  I s p e n t  t h e  nex t  e i g h t  
days t r e v e l l i n g .  I saw t h e  Buddhis t  s h r i n e s  i n  south-  
e n :  B i h a r ,  f l e w  t o  C a l c u t t a  and n o r t h  from t h e r e  t o  
D a r j e c l i n g  t o  have a look  a t  Everes t  i n  t h e  s u n r i s e  
frsr:. T i i ~ e r  H i l l  and w ~ ~ s  back i n  Patna  on t h e  \lednes- 
d:ty nit;ht. The n e x t  morning I c a l l e d  t h e  s e c r e t a r y .  
Co111d I c a l l  back Monday. Mondzy? \ h a t  happened t o  
t h e  Thursday cppointment? J,P. i s  f l y i n g  t o  N e w  Delhi  
tod2;7 t o  spend t h e  weekend on a speak ing  t o u r .  I ' l l  
go ~ i t h  im, when does  he l eave?  
1 n e t  him a t  t h e  Pcttna a i r p o r t  and w e  wz-lked t o  
the  pl:?ne t o  t h e  c h e e r s  of dozens o f  h i s  s u p p o r t e r s  
who had come t o  s e e  him o f f .  "Jayaprakash z indabad!  
Jc;:?prakash z indabad!"  He was a f r a i l ,  s l i i . ;ht ly 
b u i l t  o l d  man - he was 72 - d r e s s e d  i n  t h e  brown khadi  
<jacket  and wh i t e ,  t i g h t - f i t t i n g  t r o u s e r s  made famous 
by Ilehru. We were ushed aboard t h e  p lane  l i k e  r o y ~ l t y  
:1r1t1 s e a t e d  a t  t h e  f r o n t  where we cou ld  s t r e t c h  our  
f e e t  toward t h e  bulkheed,  
Ye Lalked i n  a q u i e t  voi-ce, h i s  f i n s e r s  i n  f r o n t  
12f Lis mouth. A yea r  be fo re  t h e  s t u u e n t s  of  2 a t n a  
1. ML'L .- cone t o  him f o r  l e a d e r s h i p ,  he t o l d  me. They 
l ~ d  $,;one t o  the  s t a t e  fJ;overnor w i th  a p e t i t i o n  aslr inc 
theit- t h e i r  u n i v e r s i t y  educa-Lion be nmde r e l e v a n t  and 
tk~i;  some a t t emp t  be made t o  ensu re  employment for 
un iversity graduntes .  The Governor had d i smi s sed  
i ; ~ c i l :  onti t o r e  up t h e  p e t i t i o n  i n  t h e i r  f a c e s .  They 
were b,ack by t h e  thousands  a few days  l a t e r  i n  a 
march on t h e  s t a t e  c a p i t a l .  The p o l i c e  had opened 
f i r e .  Ei:;ht s t u d e n t s  were k i l l e d  and 80 wounded. A 
curfew wzs dec l a r ed .  The s t u d e n t s ,  l e a d e r l e s s ,  be- 
w i lde red  and enraged d i d n ' t  know what t o  do. A few 
of t11em went f u r t i v e l y  t o  Narayan ' s  home i n  t h e  
middle of  t h e  n i g h t .  
"1 found t h e i r  needs  matched my h e a r t b e a t , "  Nar:~yan 
tol t i  I I I ~ .  He l e d  them i n  a second march on t h e  c : ip i t a l .  
He v7.:. rouL;hetl up m t l  llimy of  t h e  s t u d e n t s  bea ten .  
Soon t h e  movement began t o  grow and within months was 
a n a t i o n a l  c r y  f o r  j u s t i c e ,  honesty and e f f i c i e n t  
government. It has  outgrown t h e  s tuden t s  of Bihar. 
N n r n ~ a n  had (2 t i g e r  by t h e  t a i l  but  he was used 
t o  t h e  impossible. He had Tone t o  j a i l  with Nehru 
and GanJlli m d  Bhave i n  t h e  days of t h e  B r i t i s h  r a j .  
He'd b?e? of fqred  n cxbine t  pos t  by l?ehru i n  1948 
when t ' r rnec !  I r i s  first r;overnnent a f t e r  Independence. 
But iJar:i:;:~n hrid pre fe r red  G m d l l i ' a  way and had worked 
w i t l ~  hi;!! u n t i l  Gandlli's de,?th and hzd continued t h a t  
work lo!;,.; - : f ter  his l ender  was g m e .  Ee  'd hoped f o r  
a  c ~ u i e c  o ld  xce: his h e a r t  was bad and he was j u s t  
recover ing  from a p r o s t a t e  operat ion.  
H e  was v i r t u a l l y  c e r t a i n  t h a t  j a i l  l a y  ahead of 
him. "The government i s  ar rogant  and ignoran t ,  '' 
he said.  "Those i n  power have no respec t  f o r  t h e  
c o r ~ s t i t u t i o n .  "
"I met I n d i r a  i n  1973 and she has an  amoral i f  not  
i ~ u l ~ l u r a l  a ~ p r o n z h  ts p s l i t i z s . "  LxSelled a f a s c i s t  
by t h e  prime m i n i s t e r ,  Narayan tock t o  the  hus t ings  
with the message t h a t  I n d i m s  were l i v i n g  i n  a para- 
m i l i t a r y  s t a t e  where democracg was only a  word. 
"We'll end up with a one-pmty d i c t a t o r s h i p  l i k e  
Gnngladesh," he t o l d  me as our p lane  s a t  a t  Lucknow 
Airpoyt. 
Nxrayan disappeared i n t o  p r i s o n  lhst June 27. Be 
was t h e  f i r s t  man I n d i r a  a r r e s t e d  a f t e r  she dec lared  
t h e  {arnergency. J.P. was rous ted  out  of bed a t  four  
i n  t h e  uiorning t o  begin an i n d e f i n i t e  s t a y  i n  prison. 
He 's  out  now, l i v i n g  i n  Bombay with h i s  b ro the r  and 
tnlcinq d i a l i s i s  t rea tments  every week f o r  a  kidney 
condit ion.  He had two h e a r t  a t t a c k s  - t h a t  t h e  publ ic  
knows about - while i n  j a i l .  
Naray ,mts  was a p r e t t y  mild r evo lu t ion  a t  bes t .  
It w a s  composed mostly of s tuden t s  and I spent  a 
couple of days in Patna with those kids: they were 
indistinguishable from Ryerson students - scarcely 
a wild-eyed bunch of fanatics; they wanted simple 
justice. His other followers were middle-class and 
intellectuals. I went with Narayan to a rally in 
New Delhi were 30',000 civil servants turned out to 
sit quietly on the grass in the park along the Rajpath 
to listen to him with quiet attention and interest. 
"A people less long-suffering than the Indians 
would have created a crisis long before this," 
Narayan had said on the plane. 
It's too bad the old man has been silenced. He had ' 
begun to provide a focus to the discontent of the dis- 
advantaged in India but it was just a beginning. He'd 
just begun to get through to the illiterate, the land- 
less and the urban poor. 
Indira has put off elections (to have been held in 
February) for another year at least. Narayan will 
certainly never have another chance. It's doubtful 
anyone will for a long, long time. 
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